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Stefansson Visits Race
'' -

'

' ' ' '
. (pi "Blond Eskimo" Watching Approach of Stefansson.

Movie Man in

Dreaded Natives Hospitable, Though
Spartans as Parents; and

.Were Mr. Stefansson tells the
story of his sledge journey eastward I

invr th sea iri after nartinr from
his only white companion. Dr. R. M.
Anderson, at Cape Parry on Conti-
nental North America. For twenty-tw- o

days he went into the unknown
frozen east, accompanied only by
two Eskimo men, Natkusiak and
'Tannaumirk, and an Eskimo woman,
Pannigabluk, who was invaluable for
jceeping camp and making and re-

pairing skin garments.

By VILHJALMUR STEFANSSON.
mere fractions of

ALTHOUGH as minutes seldom
nre value with us in

them, I have set down in my diary
that it was 1:45 in the afternoon of
April 21 when 'no finally made our
lony planned start from our, wlntor
fbaso on Langton Day at Cape Tarry
to penetrate to Coronation Gulf.

At last we were fairly started for the
unknown, but no one except myself
was vory enthusiastic over the enter-
prise. Tho reluctance of my peoplo
was due in part only (and in less part)
to their fear of finding the unknown
country gamelesE. They feared to ilnd
it inhabited by a barbarous and bloo-
dthirsty race of which tho Baillie
Islands Eskimo had been telling us
Krotcsque tales. These dreaded peoplo
were tho Nagyuktogmlut, "the people
of tho caribou antler," who lived far
to tho cast and who used to como in
semi-hosti- le contact with their an-

cestors long ago.
"Theso people bear the name of tho

caribou antler," they had told us, "bc- -

causo of a peculiar custom, mien a
woman becomes of marriageable age
she is made to tako her place in an
open spico and tho men who want
wives form around tr in a circle, en.:h
armed with tho antler of a largo bull
caribou. Tho word is Riven, and they
nil rush at hor, each trying to hook
her toward him with tho antler. Often
the woman is killed in tho scrimmage.
If ono succeeds in getting her alive ho
takes her. for a wife.

May llorc 'o 'VlTr.
"As strength and skill are tho main

requirements for success, somo of tho
Nagyuktogmlut have a great many
wives, while most ot them har none.
Because so many women tr.- - killed In
this way there aie twice ai many men
as women among them. Wo know
many stories of which this is ono, to
show what queer peoplo theso East-
erners arc. They also kill all
strangers."

That was tho way all stories of tho
Easterners ended. Like Cato's delonda
est Carthago "they kill ail strangers"
wero the unvarying words that fin-

ished every discussion of tho Nagyuk-togml- ut

by the Bailllo Islanders.
No matter how fabulous a story

rounds, there, is usually a basis of fact.
When wo at last got to these Eastern-
ers wo found that tho kernel of truth
consisted in tho fewness of women as
compared with men, but this had noth- -'

lnff to do "with caribou antlers. It was
because they practlse-th- e Spartan cus-
tom of exposing newborn children, and
especially, femalo children, with tho re-

sult that women among them are
(much fewer than men.

When we mado our start for tho
.JSMtlY? wer in many respects poorly

Jhe Arctic.

equipped for spending a year away
from any possible source of supplies
other, than those which the Arctic
lands themselves can furnish. I had
counted on having good dogs, but now
the pood dogs were dead. I had
counted on Dr. Anderson's company.
but necessity ( chief lack of ammuni- -

iiuuj uuu uiciaieu mm ne go wesi iur
supplies, and that I depend on Eski-
mo companions alone. I had counted
on a bilk tent and other light equip-
ment for summer use, and only the
lightest and most powerful rifles and
high power ammunition, but during
one of our winter periods of food
shortage I had been compelled to
abandon many of these things.

Instead of the ten pound bilk tent, I
had to take a forty pound canvas one.
old and full of holes. I had only 200
rounds for my Mannllchcr-Schoenau-

6.5 mm. rifle, and had to piece out
with heavier and less powerful Mack
powder rifles and ammunition. In all
we had four rifles of three different
calibres, and a total of 9G0 rounds of
three kinds of ammunition, when the
right thing obviously is to have but
one kind of rifle and1 ammunition.
Had one of our rifles broken we
should have had to throw away tho
ammunition suited to that gun.

Therefore, my three Eskimo felt and
expressed, and I felt but tried to re-

frain from expressing it, that we had
embarked on a "rlnu venture.

I.lvlntc on the Country. j

"We started with about two weeks'
provisions. These were neither here
nor there as provisions for a year's
exploration. Aye would have 0een
qulto as well off had wo htarted with
only two days' supplies. From the very
outset It was Incumber! on us to
provide each day food for that daj
from the animals of tho region. In
carrying out such a programme for a
party of four each had to do his sharo.
My main reliance wero the Alaskan
man Natkusiak and the woman Pan
nigabluk. Tho Mackenzie River boy
Tannaumirk, a loy in character
though perhaps 2." in years, was a
cheerfuL.Uik;' coroytinlonublo sort of
fellow, but without Initiative and (llko
many of ills countrymen nowadays)
not in tho best of health.

Our general plan Wits that tho threo
Eskimo took caro of tho sled, one,
usually tho woman, walking ahead to
pick out a trail through tho rough sea
ice, and the other two steadying the
sled from upsetting too often, and pull-
ing In harness at tho samo time to
help tho dogs. If they saw' a seal or n.

bear ono of them would go after him
while the other two waited at tho sled,
cooked a lunch if it was near midday,
or made camp it night was approach-
ing. If by camp tlmo no game had
been seen the woman Pannigabluk
would stay by tho camp to cook sup-
per, whllo tho two men went off fn
different directions to hunt. '

That tho two should go In different
directions doubled the chances of see
ing game, but at times It caused wa..tc
of ammunition Ip killing moro meat
than needed. The very first time, for
instance, Natkusiak killed two seven
or eight hundred pound liearded seals
In ono shot, and Tannaumirk a big, fat
grizzly lear In four shots meat
enough for several weeks if we had
stayed thero Eskimo fashion to rat it
up. Travelling ns wo were, heavily
loaded through rough Ice, wo could not
take along 'moro than a hundred
pounds of meat.

Although tho Eskimo frequently
killed nn animal if they happened on
ono along tho line of march their chief
uusinesa was getting tno sled load a
many miles ahead as convenient .dur--

ing the day, which seldom was over- The land showed nothing but a white I

fifteen miles In a working day averag- - wolf or arctic fox now and then.
Ing perhaps eight hours. We were In Ptarmigan there were, but they are too
no hurry, for wo hatl no particular dis- - small game for a party of four that is
tance to go and no reason to hasten going to go a year on 860 rounds of
back, but expected to spend the sum- - The foxes too were be-m- er

wherever It overtook us, and the neath our notice, though their meat is
winter similarly In Its turn. excellent; but a wolf that came within j

I took upon "' If the mstin burden 200 yards seldom got by me, for a fat
of tiw food providing. I used to strike: one weighs 100 pounds, and all of us;
Inland about five miles In tho morning
before the Eskimo broke camp, going
rapidly eastward along tho coast. With
my Rjiowshoes I made rapid progress
compared with that of tho sled along
the coast, unless I happened on cari-
bou.

They wero scarce, arjtl I had secured
none when wo were stopped by a bliz-

zard live days out.
As a matter of fact what my Eskimo

really dreaded was not m much hun-
ger as tho possibility of success in the
quest of the dreaded "Nagyuktogmlut"
who hook wives to them with the ant-
lers of bull caribou.

Caribou In n .

Generally it is only In times of ex- -
treme need that ono hunts Cirlbou in u
blizzard not that nine-tent- or tnoi
Arctic blizzards need hokl a healthy
man Indoors, but merely liecause the
drifting snow diminishes many times
youf chaneo of finding game.

If you do And caribou, however, tho
stronger the gale the better youn
chance of iose approach, for though

aro tn',recuon there
a how would start

Lumim. i

I felt that I must kill somo for tho
moral effect It would havo my

for if thero was abundant food
would havo to fall back their

fear ofvthn Nagyuktogmlut, and this
they were a bit ashamed ot

among themselves. So I went
out and after a short hunt found all

nelgh-alo- ut

them qulto cover, but saw
them through the drifting gnow before
they me.

The eye is a great deal
that that tho wolf,

or any other animal with which I
had experience. I shot throe, though
we could not possibly uso morn than
ono, I knew that tho effect
my would bo Invaluablo
mo. Had I killed only ono they
would that it was

I .could not find more.
We proceeded eastward tho

deserted coast wlthput adventuro.
adyenturo is interesting

retrospect, especially tho person
who didn't it; the time It hap
pens it usually constitutes
lni.lv. illKjiirreonliln pvnerlenrp.

May 2, near Point Deaso Thomp
son, through Incompetence my own,
I came near having a serious ono:
that I did not actually it was due

the incompetence of a polar
After completely outmanoeuvring

tho he a fondness for
stand play lose him tho game

at tho critical moment,,

THE SUN, SUNDAY,
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Long Shunned

of the Frozen North.

afford to give warning to a niiin with a
rltle. And why should he? Has a
hunter ever played fair with ono of
them?
. Afterward the snow told plainly the
short and for one of tho participants,
tragic story. I had underestimated
the bear's distance from shore, and had
passed tho spot where ho lay, going a
hundred yards or two to windward;
cn scenting me he had come up the
wind to my trail, and had followed it,
walking about ten paces to leeward of
It, apparently following my tracks by
smelling them from a distance. I had
not seen his approach because It had
not occurred to mo to look back over
my 'own trail.

SIkii of Unknown Men.
On May 9, nineteen days dut from

I.angton Hay, wo camo upon signs that
made our hearts beat faster. It was at
Point Wise, where the open sea begins
to narrow Into Dolphin and Union
straits, whlcb. aro between tho main-
land and tho mountainous shores of
Victoria Island. The beach was strewn
with pieces of drift vfood, and on one
wo found marks of recent choppings
with u dull ndze. A search of the beach
for half a mile each way revealed
numerous similar choppings. Evi-
dently tho men who had made them
had been testing the pieces of wood to
see If they wero sound enouli for
sleds or other things they wished to
make.

Tho night after this discovery wo
did not i lit", much. The Eskimo wero
moro excited tlian I was, apparently,
and far into tho morning they talked
and speculated on the meaning of the
signs. Had wo como upon traces of,
tho Nagyuktogmlut "who kill all
strangers"?

Fortunately enough, my long en-

tertained fear that traces of peoplo
would causo a panic in my party was
not realized, In splto of all their talk,
nnd in splto of tho fact that they wero
seriously afraid, tho curiosity ns to
what theso strango people would
provo to be llko in fine, tho spirit ot
ndvonture, which seldom crops out in
an Eskimo was far stronger than
their fears. We wero therefore np
early tho next morning, and soon out
on tho road.

Hvluencr on tho Trail.
All that day wo found along tho

beach comparatively fresh traces of
people, chiefly shavings and chips.
Nono was of tho present winter,
though somo seemed to bo of tho pre-
vious summer: 'but next morning, Just
east of Point Young, wo found human
footprints In tho Trusted snow nnd
sled tracks that wero not over tlireo
months old. That day at Capo Rex-le- y

wo came upon a deserted vlllago
of over fifty snow houses. Their In-

habitants had apparently left them
about midwinter, and it was, now
May 12.

A broad but threo months untravelled
trail led north from this vlllago slto
across the ico toward Victoria Island,
I had intended to continue east along

as Killers of Strangers

I

B BlBi

the. mainland Into, Coronation Gulf, but
decided to make an attempt to find ho
people , of tho deserted village. We
would leavo-mos- t of our gear on shore
with Pannigabluk to take care of it,
while the two men and myself took tho
trail across the Ice.

This was according to Eskimo etl-qu-

On approach to the country of
strange or distrusted people

are Kit behind nnd only the
ublo men of the party advance to a
cautious parley. The Mackenzie Itlver
man, Tannaumirk, was frightened
enough to let his pride go by the board
and to ask that ho too might stay on
shore nt the camp.

Natkusiak and I prepared to start
alone with a llglH sled, but at the last
moment Tannaumirk decided to go
with us, as tho Xagyuktogmlut were
likely In our absence to discover our
camp, surprise it by night and kill him
while he slept.

Pannigabluk was much the coolest
of the threo Eskimos. If sho was afraid
to lio left alone on shore she did not
show it. Sho merely said that sho
might get lonesome If wo were gone
moro than thiee or lour days. We left I

cheerfully engaged in the mending
of our worn footgear and at 2:30 P. M.
May 13 wo took tho old but neverthe-
less plain trail northward into the
rough sea Ice.

Chimlnff n- 31lKrnttry Cnnimiintt y.

It was only near shore that the ico
was rough, and with our light sled wo
mndo (rood nmerpss. Wo tn.'iie i'ii- -

miles
hours wo nrrived At another

illage, about a month moro
thnn Iho ono found nt Capo liexley. WV
were, therefore, on tho trail not of a
travelling party but of a migratory
community. '

As we understood dimly then, nnd
know definitely now, each village on
such a trail should bo about ten miles
from the next preceding, nnd should be
about a1 moro recent. Tho ex-
planation Is simple. Tho vlllago of a
peoplo who hunt seal In level "liny" ico
must not bo on shore, for It is not con-

venient for a hunter to go moro
flvo miles at tho most from camp to
look for tho seal holes, nnd naturally
thero aro no seal holes on land. Tho
Inhabitants of a sea village can hunt
through an entiro circle whoso rmllus
Is nbout llvo miles; tho inhabitants of
a shoro village can hunt through only
half a circle of the sanio radius, for tho
other half of the circle will be on land.

By the aid of their dogs the Eskimo
find tho breathing holes of tho seals
underneath the snow thnt hides them
nnd spenr the nnlmnls ns they rlso for
nlr. In n or so the hunters of n
single vlllago will havo killed all the
seals n radius of nbout flvo
miles; they must then move ctmp
nbout ten miles-- , so thnt n Iho mllo
circle around their next enmp hall bo
tangent to tho flvo mllo circle nbout
their last one.

If tho clrqle3 overlapped thero would
bo that much wasto territory within
tho now circle of activities. If, then,

Explorer ,Tells How He Gained First
Clue Leading to His Discov-

ery of "Blond Eskimo"

you are following such a trail and
come to a village about four months
old you will expect to find 'the people
who made It not more than forty miles
off.

The Unknown 3Icn at I.ant.
In tho present case our task was

simplified by the fact that the group
wo wero following had not moved
straight ahead north, but had made
their fourth camp west ot the second.
Standing on the roofs of tho houses of
tho second camp wo could see three
seal hunters a few miles to the west,
each sitting on his block of snow by a
seal hole waiting for the animal to rise.

The seal hunters and their camp
wero tip tin wind and our dogs scented
them. As we bore swiftly down upon
the nearest of the sealers the dogs
showed enthusiasm and anticipation
ns keen as mine keener by a great
deal than did my Eskimo. Since the
hunter was sepnrated from his fellow
huntsmen by a full half mile I thought
ho would probably be frightened if all
of us were to rush up to him nt the
top speed of our dogs. We therefore j
stopped our tied several hundred yards
away. -

Tannaumirk had become braver now,
for the lone stranger did not look
formidable sitting stooped forward as
he was on his block of snow beside th
scnl hole; so ho actually volunteered
to act as ambassador, saying that the
Mackenzie dialect (his own) ,was prob-
ably nearer tho stranger's tgngue than
Natkuslak's. This seemed likely, so I
told him to go ahead. Tho sealer sat
motionless as Tannaumirk approached
him. I watched him through my
glasses and saw that he held his face
steadily as If watching tho seal hole,
but that, ho raised his eyes every
second qr two to the strange tlgure of
tho man approaching. Ho was evi- -,

denlly tensely re"ady for action.
Tannaumirk by now was thoroughly

over his fears and would have wnlked
right up to the sealer, but when no
moro than five paces or so Intervened

them the sealer suddenly
Jumped .up, grasping a long knife that
had laid on tho snow besldo him, nnd
poising himself as If to lecelvo an at-

tack or to b- - ready to leap forward
suddenly. TMs scared our man, who
stopped abruptly nnd legan excitedly
nnd volubly to nssuro tho sealer that
he and all of us wero friendly and
harmless, men of excellent character
"nd intentions.

Mlataken for Siilrttn. I

1 was of courso too far away to
hear, but Tannaumirk told mo aftcr-ftar- d

that on tho Instant of jumping
up the sealer began n monotonous
nolso which Is not a chant nor Is It
words It is merely nn effort to ward
oft dumbness, for If a man who Is In
tho presenco'of n spirit does not make
nt least one sound each tlmo he draws

nently ilurab. This belief is common
to both the Mnska nnd Coronation
Gulf Eskimo.

Tor several minutes Talinaumirk
talked excitedly, and tho sealer kept up
tho moaning noise, quite unable to
realize apparently that ho was being
spoken to In human speech, ft did not
occur to him for a long tlmo, her' told
us afterward, that wo be some-
thing other than spirits, for our dogs
and dog harness, our sleds nnd clothes
wero such "as ho Mid never seen Innll
his wnnderlngs. Besides, wo had not
on approaching used tho peaco sign
of his people, which is holding tho
hands out to show that ono does not
carry a knife.

The man finally began to listen and
then to answer. Tho dialects proved
to differ about ns much as Norwegian
does from Swedish or Spanish from
Portuguese. After Tannaumirk had
mado hlin understand that wo wero of
good Intent nnd character and hnd
showed by lifting his own coat thnt he
had no knife the sealer approached
him cautiously and felt of hint, partly
(as ho told us later) to nssuro himself
thnt ho n'ua nnt n nlnt nnrl nnrtlv to'
see if there wero not n knlfo hidden
somewhero under his clothes.

jYftcr ' a careful examination and
somo further parley ho toid .Tannau-
mirk to tell us that they two would
proceed homo to tho vlllnge nnd Nat-
kusiak nnd I might follow as far be-

hind ns wo wero now; when they got
to Jho village wo were to vcmaln out- -

flvo per hour and Insldo of two!1'19 hrcath ho wi!.o stricken pcrma
deserted

recent

month

than

month

within

between

might

side it till the people could be Informed
that we wero visitors with friendly'
Intentions.

As we proceeded toward tho vil-
lage other seal hunters gradually,,
converged toward us from all over the
neighboring four or five squaro miles
of Ice and Jolnod Tannaumirk and his

'companion, who walked about 200 yards
'ahead. As each of these was armed

with a long knlfo and a seal spear It
'may be imagined that the never very

bravo Tannaumirk was pretty thor-
oughly frightened.

When we npproached the village
every man, woman nnd child was out-
doors 'waiting for Us excitedly, for
they ould tell from afar that we were
no ordinary visitors. The man whom
we first approached who that day ac-
quired a local promlnenco which still
distinguishes him above his fellows
explained to nn jfeagcrly silent crowd '

that we wero friends from a distance
who had como without evil intent
and . immediately the whole crowd
(about forty) came running toward us.

Introdncetl Thenmelrc ifnffcrlT
As each cnme.up" ho would say: "I

am I am well disposed. I
havo no knife. Who nre you?" After
being told our names in roturn and
being assured that wo were friendjy
and that our knives were packed
away in the sled nnd not hidden under
our clothing each would stand aside
for tho next to present himself. ,

Sometimes a man would present
his wife, or n woman her husband,
according to which camo up first. Tha
women were in mom hurry to bo pre-
sented than were tho men, for they
must, they said, go right back to their
houses to cook us something to eat.

Tho men asked us whether tvo pre-
ferred to have our camp right in their
vlllago or a littlo outsido of it. We
agreed it would bo better to camp
about 200 yards from tho other houses,
to keep our dogs from fighting Vlth
theirs. Immediately half a dozen
small boys weno sent home to get
their fathers' snow knives and house
building mittens.

Well Ilrcil SullltfC,
We were not allowed to touch a hand

to anything in camp making but stood
idly by, surrounded continually bv
crowd who used every means to show
how friendly they felt and how vel-com- o

we were, while a few ot tho best
houso builders set about erecting for

the houso in which wowivere to liva
as long as wo cored to stay with them.

When it had been finished, nnd fur
nished with tho eklns, lamp and the
other things that go to mako a snow- -
house tho cosiest and most comfortable
of camps, they told uh they hoped we
would occupy it nt least till tho last
piece of meat in their storehouses hart
boon. oaten, and that sjjj ns wa
stayed In tho village no man would
hunt seals or do any work until hH
children began to complain of hungei .

It was to bo a holiday, thoy said, for
this was the llrst timo their people hart
been visited by strangers from so
great n distance that they know noth
ing of tho land from which they cam

Snw a Mutch for thp llrt Tim.
Theso simple, well bred nnd hos-

pitable people wero the bavages whom
wo had como so far to find. That eve-
ning tljcy saw for tho first time the
lighting of a sulphur match; the next
day I showed them tho greater mar-
vels ot my rltle; It was n day later still
that they llrst understood that I was
one of tluvwhlte men of whom they
had heard from other tribes, under the
name of Kablunat.

I asked them; "Couldn't you tell by
mv bluu wyes nud the color ot ray
hnlr?"

"Hut wo didn't know," they on- -,

swered, "what sort of complexions tho.
Kabluhat have. Besides, our next
neighbors north have eyes and beards r
llko yours." ,

That was how they first told us ot-th- o

people whoso discovery has brought,
up such importnnt biological nnd his-- ,
torlcal problems tho people who have.
!eome known wlncei to newspaper,
readers as tho "Illond Eskimo."
CoptrfpJif. .1919. bj Vlhjalmur n.

(To br coiiffiiiiff ii next Sunday"
Sun.)
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